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Easter Newsletter 2021
Dear Parents/ Caregivers,
As I write this message from my office I take a moment to listen to the buzz and the
sounds of learning, laughter and life in the building, sounds I so greatly missed during this
last lockdown. It has been amazing to see the children settle back so quickly into their
school routine. This was only made possible by the partnership approach of parents and
school working together. Thank you.
In Term 1 we made preparations in the event of another school closure. Additional
iPads were purchased and professional development in IT was organised for staff. During
the ‘extended Christmas holidays’ for pupils, staff of this school planned for remote
learning. We amended and improved our remote learning strategies so that we were
ready and waiting to teach remotely on Monday 11th January as per Department
guidelines. We also surveyed parents to see which families if any needed support with
accessing devices or internet. We organised the safe collection of iPads, dongles and
workbooks. Our school office remained open for the entire school closure to provide support
for parents. We reopened on Mon 22nd Feb with full days for our children in the ASD
classes and were very heartened when the pupils ran through the door with smiling faces.
This was great practice for us for the return of the entire school population on Mon
1st March, a day that we were looking forward to since the closure was announced.
As challenging as the school closure and remote learning seemed, the biggest
challenge we now face is remaining open, which we all know will depend on community
transmission rates reducing and transmission rates in schools remaining as low as possible.
Please do what you can to minimize the spread of Covid in both the community setting and
the school setting, as both impact on the other. I am truly hoping we all get to finish out
the school year together safely and happily.
Thank you all for the support and positive comments, they are much appreciated. Maria

Our New Frameless Boards

Busy Bees at Work – Rita Mullen
We have been very busy planting in Miss Mullen and Miss
Mulholland’s first class. Indoors we’ve planted sunflower
seeds and cress, and outdoors we have planted lots of
wildflower seeds. We put our seeds in the area of the
grounds the children call the maze. There are some lovely
new trees planted there while the school was closed. We
decided the maze would be brightened up by some lovely
wildflowers, while also providing food for our friends, the
bees.

During the school closure we used the
opportunity of the building being almost
empty to give the school a little revamp and
redecoration. Corridors were painted and new,
colourful frameless felt boards were installed
throughout the building.
These boards will display the children’s
artwork around the school building. The
children particularly like the colourful
caterpillar on the Junior Infant corridor. This
display promotes the reading
comprehension skills we focus on as part of
Building Bridges of Understanding programme.
Teachers can bring their classes to this display
to review and revise the skills.

Covid Measures
Our full response plan is available to read on our school website. A quick recap of our measures:










Hand hygiene-Hands to be sanitized / washed at key times throughout the day
Face coverings to be worn by staff when a 2m distance cannot be maintainedFace coverings to be worn by parents at collection time- no congregating of parents
2m space for teachers at top of class clearly marked
Enhanced cleaning regime with increased number of cleaners and cleaning
3 designated isolation rooms for use when a child/ staff member displays
symptoms
Staggered breaks and lunches for pupils and staff
Different entry doors in the morning for each class level
Children working in pods in their class bubbles

***Please no congregating on school ground or school gate.***
***Please leave school grounds quickly after arrival and collection***

hours
Covid

Noreen Barry - Seachtain na Gaeilge
We had a fantastic time celebrating Seachtain na Gaeilge.
There was a great atmosphere to be felt throughout the
school with plenty of ‘craic agus ceol’. There were lots of
activities happening in the school from language games and
song-singing to ceilís and Irish dancing. Some performances included fantastic renditions of
An Haka Gaelach, An Dreoilín, rolaí polaí, An tSeamróg and Lá le Pádraig. On Tuesday 16th
March, the children had great fun dressing up in green for ‘Lá Glas’- a lovely way to celebrate
our Irish culture and heritage. You just have to look at the photos to see the fun that was
had for Seachtain na Gaeilge. Míle buíochas to everyone involved in helping make the week a
huge success. ☘

Walk to Dingle Challenge – Jennifer Reid
During lockdown to promote well being and team connectivity, the staff undertook a walk to Dingle
challenge in teams of five. While this challenge was completed individually, each persons daily walk was
credited to their team. The staff found this a very positive and motivating challenge with everyone
making use of their local environment. In under four weeks all teams combined walked a total of 3822.9
kilometres. This challenge is now complete but the organising committee have received several
requests for a new challenge.

School Grounds & Garden

School Grounds
A new hedgerow has been planted along the fence on the Coast Road side of the building. Hopefully the
hedge will grow quickly as we would love to see the return of birds and wildlife there. Many other areas of the
school grounds are blooming and bursting with life. Our daffodils are really starting to multiply and thrive.
During the school closure Mr. White was very busy planting over 40 sapling trees in ‘The Maze’, creating a mini
woodland feature for the future.
.

School Garden
We will be looking for volunteers to assist us with planting up the garden when the
works have been finished by the landscapers. If you would like to volunteer your time,
please get in touch with the PA or the school office. No gardening skills or green fingers
required. A desire to support your child’s school and to help make the garden a
productive space is all that is required.

Spine Road
Work on the Spine Road continues at a steady place. Currently landscapers are working on our school garden to
develop an access route to the school grounds from the new car park, which will be situated at the back of the
school. Having a car park facility on our doorstep will be a fantastic asset for our school in terms of traffic
management. With car parking facilities and the new Spine Road the current traffic situation should ease
considerably, something we have all been looking forward to for a long time now.

You may have noticed a wall from North to South of the school grounds was completed during the school
closure. Some of the children got a big surprise on return to school to find this wall! Going forward we are
hoping to have murals painted on the wall adding colour to what otherwise would be a dull, grey feature. If you
have any contacts in relation to accessing paint for this project (this wall will need a lot!) we would be most
grateful for your help.

Incredible Edibles - Sinéad McGee
Some of our children are taking part in the ‘Keep Well’ campaign
from the Incredible Edibles project. The campaign is aimed at
supporting us to do the things that will keep us well. We have
been keeping active with lots of exercise in the fresh air. We know
that ‘eating the rainbow’ and drinking water will keep us well.
We have also been planting seeds because we know that gardening
is great for our creative and mental health. Well done boys and girls!
What can you do to keep well this spring?












I.T. in School – Sarah Liddy



Remote teaching & learning

 IT infrastructure
 During the first school closure we were lucky to already have Class Dojo in place
throughout the school. Lots of work was done between March and January to upskill our staff and to
 improve our IT infrastructure.
 We began using Microsoft 365. MS Teams was a gamechanger for our
staff- we have remote access to our planning documents and can seamlessly use Teams for planning
meetings and staff meetings, which enables lesson content to be consistent across a level. It has
improved communication at a time when staff are spread throughout the building in separate break
rooms at staggered times.

Remote learning
From the feedback we received, parents found the structure of remote learning easier to manage this
time. Our format of video lessons with clear learning objectives, paired with the Zoom well-being
check-ins enabled our pupils to feel more connected to their peers, teachers and their school work.

Devices
Every class teacher now has an iPad assigned to them which was invaluable for creating video lessons.
We were also delighted to provide 16 of the school iPads to families who were short on devices during
the closure. We also provided Wifi dongles to 12 families who did not have access to sufficient
broadband (thanks to Eir in the Laurence Centre for their assistance).

Digital learning strategy
We will continue to work on our digital learning strategy. We plan to showcase some of our work on our
website in term 3. We have also expanded our WiFi network in the school, to include our Nurture room,
library and SET rooms.


Message from Patricia
Please ensure we have your correct home address, phone number, email
address and emergency contact details. If there are changes to collection
arrangements for your child, please, please contact the school, as without notification
from parents, we will follow the usual collection arrangements.
If you need to contact the school, please phone 041-9887431, if you don’t get an answer straightaway
please leave a message You can email the office at office@bettystownschool.ie
Reminder: Teachers do NOT check Class Dojo during the school day. Please contact the office if you
need to collect your child early.
Break times for pupils
Junior Infants and Senior Infants

10.30am – 10.45am

12.15pm – 12.40pm

First Class and Second Class

10.50am – 11.05am

12.45pm – 1.10 pm

Loughcrew

10.50am – 11.05am

12.45pm – 1.10 pm

Please do not collect your child between these times as they will be outside. Also the office will be
closed from 1.15pm – 1.45pm as Secretary goes on lunch.
Thank you to all those who have paid the school supplies fee. If you have not already done so we
would greatly appreciate it if you could pay as soon as possible. Thank you!


















Happy stay home, stay
safe Easter, everyone


The Parents’ Association would like to welcome all the students (and parents!) back to school after a
very long and challenging break. It was great to see all the children’s excited and smiling faces and for sure
parents are delighted to be back into a semi-normal routine.
Since the return we have been very active on our Facebook page “Parents of SON Bettystown” which is
a private group dedicated to communicating with and supporting parents and guardians of children in our
school. If you have a friend who has a child at our school, please invite them to join the group.
We kicked off with a very successful St.Patrick’s day competition and our week-long Easter giveaway is in
full swing. These raffles have been made possible through some very kind prize donations by some
fantastic local businesses who have kept us all going over the past few months and we hope you will show
your support to them also.
Our Christmas fundraisers (Design a Card / Annuals) raised a combined €1900. Our school garden is due
to be redeveloped on completion of the Spine Road and these funds will go a long way to support the
school in revamping the garden into an amazing outdoor educational space.
With the weather improving (fingers crossed), our school is encouraging as many as possible to join in their
‘WOW - Wheels on Wednesday’ initiative which motivates parents and children to opt for green active
travel and to walk, scoot or cycle to school. Keep an eye out for more information on this soon!
We are always looking for volunteers to help out and new ideas on how we can better support parents feel free to contact us if you have anything to share or would like to get involved at all.
Find us on Facebook at: Parents of SON Bettystown
Email us at: parentsassociationson@gmail.com

A big thank you to our local businesses for their recent kind donations!






